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REVIEW 
aelefuſtch Patronages; 


bi Asthey are hereeſtabliſhed by Law, 
A AND OF THE 


JCONDUCT 


OF THE 


PR Clergy: 


Reverend and Honourable, 


| I is yours to mend the World, to deſtroy with one 
I Mord all ſeditious Faftions in the Church, and 
ing Alen to unanimity, charity aud peace with each 
ther ; it 7s yours to ſhow the orderly principles of this 
burch, and that nothing can warrand diſobedience to 
und contem of Laws, excopt that the ſavereign be for- 
ing the ſubjed to ſomething diſcharged by our boly 
eligion, contrary to the ſacred ſcriptures and repug- 
S:ant to the well informed * rr of all good men. 
o your judgment then I ſubmit this little pampblet, 
nor can I paſs from informing your honours, that all 
rod countrymen and well meaning chriſtians expect 
om ſo learned a meeting your diſſatisfation ſbowen 
o thoſe who fad ionſiyj combine, to diſregard the preſ#nt 
ſtabliſhed laws, and contemn our ſovereign acting 
onform to law. How preſuming ſo ever ye may 
bink it in au to ſpeak ſo, matters are now come 
o that beight, that ye ſeem by circumſtances to be con 
trained to give your arret one way or other. To 
diſappoint the will of the legiſlators in this ad anent 
patronages will but irritate them the more, and incite 


A 2 them 


tber to conceive the-Jaw in. marg peremptary. terms. 
alſolit is wnbecoming ſuch an unh to uſe theſe mean 
arts which ſo ea gan be enervatel, - 
I is alledged that the King knows nothing of this | 
matter, that it js extirely carried on by ſome perſons 
of quality who bave the Ear of tbe prim minifley 0 
Hate. What it is but a moſt odious reflection upon | 
bis majeſiy, that he bath never, taken the paint tc 
inform himſelf of what breeds ſugh a diſcontent in the 
minds of ſome- of bis ſubjeAs in North Britain? 1 
there no body who have ſuch a diſlike at the preſent * 
miniſtry, as to take the trouble to acquaint bis mazeſly 
of this * Suppoſe for a while it were ſo, doth not the 
King ad in every caſe. by his miniffers ® Is nat the | 
miniſtry there acting conform to law, the King's + 
authority and in bis name, his majefly's own deed? 
In what other way does the King aft at all? Any argu- 
ment founded upon this would warrant deſpiſmg the 
King s ſeal or Au manual in every caſe. E: 


. 
o 
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© Reverend and Honourable, 


T bope ye will excuſe this my rudeneſs upon accoun 
of. my good Views, and allow * to be a good friend Ki | 
religion as well as, SE . 
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ARxvIEV of Eccleſiaſtick 
Patronages, as they are 
here ·eſtabliſned by Law, 

Oc. 
___ = VERY Man, who hath any Con- 


concern about Religion or his Coun- 
try, muſt feel lively Compunctions 
ot Grief in his Breaſt, when he ſees 
Content ion about Trifles, rendering 
Religion, the beſt Gift of Heaven, the Source o 
an infinite Number of Michiefs to Society; and 
thereby affording to her Adverſaries an Argument 
againſt her almoſt unexceptionable. What Emo- 
tions muſt ſeize him, when obſerving this to be 
me brought forth, nurſed ftrenuouſly, ſupported and 
to ſpread hy the Clergy, a Society of Men deſigned 
y fox the advancing of Religion? Whoſe Paſſion 
will not be warmed, when thoſe, who by their 
very Inftitution, ought to be the Propagators, 
meek-Supporters, and belt Friends of Chriſtiani- 
ty, thus turn her moſt ſucceſsful Cut-throats. | 
8, When an honeſt man ſees the true and moſt. 
ſublime religion in this manner mangled, and the 
conteſt carried to that height, as to enrage the 
people againſt their WR ſow the ſeeds of 
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civil war, and give the government ground to 
look upon his countrymen, as ſhortly to be rebels; 
thus creating mutual diſtruſts between the crown 
and the ſubject, the diſmal conſequences of which 


are too well known, and before now felt in this 


iſland;; What is the duty of every good chriſtian 
and honeſt countryman 1a this caſe? Is he to ſtand 
tamely looking on, while the gentlemen of the 
black cloath are working the country up to this 
ferment? Or, ought he, as much as in him lies, 
to expoſe the nent 

men 1n their due light, and quiet the minds of 
his fellow ſubjects? Is he not obliged, for the 


honour of truth and intereſt of religion, to pro- 
pale to all mankind, that the miſeries, with which 
the country are upon ſuch an account as this, har- 
raſſed, do not naturally ſpring from a religion, in 
its own nature fo full of peace and love, as the 
. chriſtian is; but from the wilful humours of ſome 
popular clergymen, obſtinately puſhed in open 
contradiction to 2 out of blind igno- 


rance, or helliſh rage againſt religion; and that 
theſe wicked, or ignorant preachers moſt ground- 
leſly father upon religion theſe their wild notions, 


which never had their birth any where, but in 


their own brains? 

This is our moſt lamentable caſe in North 
Britain, and unto it we are thrown, by thoſe 
who pretend the act of parliament, reſtoring to 


patrons of churches the right of preſentation, is 
oppreſſive, doth ſubvert the reformation ; and 


therefore ought not in conſcience to be obeyed ; 
not only ſo, but that thoſe who maintain this, 
are alone the true ſervants of God. This condi- 


tion 


ces of theſe reſtleſs church- 
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uon calls for remedy from all men, and yet no 
man hath done any thing towards it. 

I the more readily throw in my mite, becauſe. 
the diſcreet and regular clergy date not undertake 
to ſay one word in this diſpute. 

The law complained of impowers the king, or 
other proper patron, to preſent, within fix months 
after a vacancy or erection, to the cure, one out 
of thoſe who by the clergy are declared fit for 
being paſtors. Every perſon ſeems to be convin- 
ced of the reaſonableneſs of preſentation, when | 
a private perſon builds and endows a church, out 
of his own patrimony ; Is not this the very caſe 
with the parliament ? Have not they built and 
endowed all the churches in Scotland, which are 
not built and endowed by donation from private 
families? And even in the laſt caſe, was it not 


the parliament, which gives ſtrength to the will 
of the donor, and makes the donation effeQtual 


for that purpoſe? I mean an act of parliament 
- Hath done all this. Is it not an at of parliament, 
which forces the contributions to be paid, by the 
neighbouring heritors, for maintaining miniſters, 
building churches, where they are neceſſary, and 
repairing thoſe already built? Is it nnreaſona- 
ble then, that the king, commiſſioned by the parlia- 
ment, or other proper patron, ſhould have the 
power of preſentation, in terms of the laws above 
named? Nothing elſe is by theſe grievous laws 
ſtatuted. What hurt can the reformation receive 
from patronages thus eſtabliſhed, when none can 
be preſented but one, who bath already declared 
his ſentiments to be the ſame with the tenets in 
the Veſminſter Confeſſion of Faith, and who hath 
by Presbyterian miniſters been approved of, as 
ö ſound 


1 
Found, that is, fit to teach the chriſtian religion, -. 
as it felates to matters of faith, or matters of 


practice; This law doth force upon the clergy * 1 

none, WH are of different ſentiments from themi- tt 

ſelves, or againſt whom any perſonal objection * 2 

may ly übers to their morals: What in ja- Tr 

xy then can the Presbyterian intereſt Dry it? { 

Nor can churches be kept vacant, at the will of tt 

their patrons,. longer then fix months; Who will k. 

oppoſe ſuch a law as this, but one who is either * 

very tooliſh, or deſigns to purſue an intereſt ſe- 2 

parate from religion, in a hypocritical way under b 

the covert of religion? Who but ſome ſuch per- 

ſon will affirm this law, which in no ways hutts a 

chriſtianity, to be virtually cone to holy Jo 

ſeripture, and never once produce one text, which d 

doth fo much as look that way? Ars we to be- t 

lieve upon Wen ward, that tlie ſcriptures b 

f will bind up the, bande of iovereigns iti ſüch a r 

| caſe as this? Upon the account of this law, the 1 

| government is. cried out, againſt, as Ufüfping the 1 

1 prerogative royal of Jeſus Chriſt: In all piiblick- * 1 

meetings for the worlhip of God, thefe laws re | 

praye%-againſt, in ſuch a manner, as to declare t 

all thoſe who ſubmit to it, enemies to Chtiſt, and { 

' thereby expoſe peoples lives, much wiſer by far, 1 

5 than theſe inconſiderate preachers, to the fury of ? 

| an enraged rabble, not Without undue reflections 

upou his majeſty; and how well they have ſuc- f 

\ ceeded in convincing blind zealots, to riſe i . 
] mobs, to the risking their on lives, and manifeſt 
| danger of other folks alſo, is. too apparent; | 


yea, their diſcourſe have this effe&, that their LN 


laudable to kill any of the oppoſite mumite: 397 
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ill the Paithful Miniſters, as they ſtile themſelves, 
go on in the ſame courſe, | > 
Mere it not their deſign to ſpirit up mobs in 
this manner, would they not deſiſt from ſuch 
unwary expreilions in their prayers and preach- 
ings as are found to have that effect? This looks 
ſuſpicious. If they be not calling for the aid of 
the devout crowds, what can be propoſed by 
complaining to them? If they cannot in conſci- 
ence ſubmit to theſe laws, there is a toleration 
” aft ſubſiſting, let them ſeparate from the eſta- 
J Hliſhed church; but then they muſt keep their o- 
inions quietly, and not cudgel a government to 
4 — their mind. But perhaps they cannot think 
of parting with the church revenues. I ſhall not 
deſire them; I am only pointing out a way how 
they may enjoy their conſciences without em- 
broiling the. whole nation in their quarrel' and' 
raiſing a rebellion. Although they. pretend theſe 
laws to be the cauſe of their uneaſineſs, they have 
never taken. the trouble to lay before the. parlia- 
ment this their grievance ;' if they aimed at the 
removal of theſe laws, in a manner conſonant to 
the order of ſociety, one would expect never a 
ſellion of parliament, without petitions and re- 
preſentations upon that ſubject. But the truth cf 
the matter is, they cannot dreſs. it in any ſhape, 
ſo. as to appear 7 or, if they can, it is 
below them to do it otherwiſe than in a tumul- 
tuous way. | 
In fine, the whole of their conduct in this 
point is oppoſite to the goſpel rules. The goſpel 
enjoins meekneſs of behaviour in every incident 
of life, and charity to thoſe who differ in opinion 
from us; the complaining miniſters att trom mo, 
| B tive, 


. 
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_ tives quite different in this diſpute, and give oc- 
caſion to their deceived hearers to ſay to every 
body elſe, Stand by I am holier than thee. Do not 
the apoſtles diſcharge the weak and ignorant to 
be admitted to doubtful diſputations? Suppoſing 
the laws to be unjuſt, their conduct is unjuſtifie- 
able, therefore I appeal to my countrymen, let 
them judge which of us are in the right, I for de- 
firing them not to be moved or diſquieted about 
theſe outcries, or the raiſers of theſe diſturbances ' 
in the teeth of a law, which is in no ſort noxious 

AN to religion. At the ſame time it is fit for theſe 

| | ' miniſters to conſider what an affront they offer 

BF to God by giving out their own opinions under 

| the colour of God's commands, and e theie 
own intereſts by falſly — them God's intereſt; 
and, I hope, nay, I am confident, that they are 
thus ſubſervient to the cauſe of irreligion, by a- 
fording fund of ridicule to the vicious, more out 
of ignorance than deſign. But I beg to be allow- 
ed to inform how ſuch men argue to prove the 
preſent controverſy is maintained out of intereſt 
and ill deſign. Upon this they form a judgment 
of all miniſters, believing every thing they ſay 

. to be falſe, becauſe in ſome things they ſee 
through the juggle ; this is the inevitable conſe- 

- quence of the clergy their mixing the doctrines 
of men with the commandments of God, how cau- 
tious then ought they all to be in this point? 

| When the clergy have once wreſted the power of 

1 ſelect ing probationers to cures from the crown, un- 


der pretence of giving it to the people, they will 
then aſſume it to themſelves, that they being thus 
leſs dependent upon the civil power, may get 
themſelves at length placed above law: And what 
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makes this the more credible is, that there is no 
agreement yet made among yourſelves, where 
this power truly doth reſide : But if the church: 
men ſpoke out for themſelves, they would not a- 
nimate the mob, becauſe people are generally lit- 
tle touched with the thing in which they have no 
intereſt ; thus, they ſay, the deceit is carried on, 
ſo having once found the clergy practiſing upon 
the unwary and ignorant; who can believe what 
fraudulent impoſers ſay? Then down goes reli- 
ion. | 
But is all this buſtle about the prerogatives of 
the clergy ? It is more like good chriſtians to la 
it down than contend. Is it the peoples? Uſe 
our intereſt with them to throw it away, and 
ll warrant ye will ſucceed, for we all ſee, that 
without your ſtickling for it, the chriſtian people 
would not make halt the noiſe about it; this 
would be 'more like the meſſengers of peace, to 
heal differences than to widen them. But it may 
be reply'd, how can thoſe miniſters be of any 
uſe whom the people will not hear, and who are 
brought in contrary to the people's approbation 
and liking? Who firſt perſuaded the people that 
their call is the call of God? And that he who 
wants this, is not the gardner, but a thicf or a 
robber, who enters Chriſt's orchard not to culti- 
vate but to deſtroy > Are not ſuch anſwerable 
for all theſe bad conſequences? If the people 
were told from the ſame hand. that the af was 


otherwiſe, their former belief would ſoon vaniſh, 
ſo it 18 ſtill in your power to help it. Will ye 
not unanimouſly join to reſtore peace to your couns 
try, when this may be done only by telling truth > 
Will ye continue to expoſe religion to the ridicule 

| of 
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f.bad men, and yourſelves to the hatred of all, 

5 3 and heading the mob, ready upon 
all occaſions to catch at any thing to condemn 
their ſuperiors for? Do ye not know that this 
diſpute bath made enemies of the neareſt friends ? 
That it miniſters fuel for debates in conyerſation 
which hath frequently ended in warm animoſities? 
Will they who quent to perſuade us, when diſagree- 
ing, to amity, help to inflame our paſſions and en- 
cieale each diſpute? . | | 
But, Gentle nen, are ye ſerious when ye affirm 
the call of the crowd to be a divine call? Are 
plowmen, who have had no education, able ta 
- make a right judgment upon the diſcourſes of two 
or three young gentlemen who have ſpent the 
prime of their years at the univerſity, and irom 
thence infallibly determine who is the fitteſt for 
them, or who is God's choice? Do every head 
of tamily, as the phraſe is, underſtand theology 
ſo well, as to be able to judge yourſelves? Why 
then pray for what uſe are ye? If ye put this 
once in the thoughts of the members of parlia- 
ment, it may be fatal nat only to yourſelves, but 
to all the clergy through the nation. 3 
KRaillery aſide, the court, nobility and gentry 
ill, we are ſure, manage their powers diſcretly. 
The patrons ordinarily conſult with the heritors, 
gentlemen, who for the moſt part have had uni- 
verſity education, or are taught the. rules of po- 
it neſs, and by their frequent converſation with 
men of learning know a grear deal more, fo muſt 
$ be allowed to be able to make a better choice, than 

1 country clowns. RRC RE 

i In what caſe would ye leave all country gentle- 
1 men, when their tenants, yea their ſervauts, ybo 
bl | h * 
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all came in to the pariin 4 * will, and can at 
their option, at the end of their leaſe or. 


te i be again ſent out of it; that they, 1 lay, 


ſh-uld preſcribe to the heritors whom they are tg 


hear long after theſe electors are removed? 
Yea by this ſcheme People may put a miniſter upy 
on he perpetual refidenters in a parilh when they 
are not to hear him two Sundays. What abſur- 
dity is it to call a paſtor ſo choſen, more peculi- 
arly the choice of Heaven, than if a patron had 
named hum ? Au 
Jo give the Diſpoſal of Churches to Crowds, wil 
again introduce Whinning and Canting to pleale 
a Kable, and will an all Order topſy turvy. 
I know all who oppoſe Patronages, do not 
run into this Wildneſs, but I would have them 
conſider in what Company they are. I will al- 
ſo lay before ſuch, that there is no eſtabliſhed 
Order yet agreed upon by the Clergy, that the 
rabling Way generally did prevail, and that u- 
pon the prefent footing, it is a great deal nigher 
their Deſign, than Reg Sertlements were in the 
Hands of an unruly Multitude : How can the 
blame the Government for eſtabliſhing a ſettl 
Order, when Church men could agree upon none, 
an Order which hurts Religion in none of its 
Branches. | : 
This I hope will werk upon them ſo much, 
as to make them Calm in the Queſtion, whetheg 
aws are to be oppoſed by Church-men, whoſe 
vial Account? Or whether there be any Ground 
at all for Oppoſition in this Diſpute, ſince the 
Law quarrelled neither overturns Presbytery, 


nor 


ſtabliſhmenr depends upon Laws, for every tris 
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nor akers any other Article in the Church of 
Scotland her Confeſſion of Faith. | 
Will the Government allow the Laws to be 
Counter-afted in openDefiance to the Parliament's 
Authority? If Presbytery once be placed in Op- 
poſition to the civil Power, what muſt be the 
Conſequence? No prudent Friend to Presbytery 
will adviſe to ' trample upon the Sovereignty u. 
pon ſo flight Grounds. * 1 4 
T expoſtulate thus much with the Miniſters, be- 
cauſe they firſt broached the factious Principle, 
inſtilled it into the Minds of the People, and are 
the only Perſons who keep it up. $a 
The Parliament by this Law only points out 
who ſhall enjoy the publick Funds and preach in 
Churches, i. e. Publick Edifices ; who will Dif- 
pute. theſe to be at the Diſpoſal of the Parlia- 
ment? There is no Law forcing any Perſon to 
ſubmit to, or acknowledge one of theſe Miniſters 
thus ſettled for his Paſtor ; on the contrary, any 
Society of Perſons are protected by Law to oy 

out Funds of their own for maintaining ſuc 
Preachers as they chnſe ; but how unreaſonable 
is it in them to demand the Parliament's Funds 
and the Parliament-houſes? Since all the Subjects 
are left at Liberty to chuſe their own Paſtors, 
and endow them as they pleaſe, 1t is but juſt, 
that the Parliament be allowed the ſame Privis 
* | 
| This I offer to my Country Men, begging them 
to diſregard theclamour of theſe hot headed Zeal- 
dots, who go about, pretending that the Government 
is ſetting up any Tyranny over the Conſciences 
of the Subject, upon Account of a Law which in 
no manner of Way touches Chriſtianity, _ 
et- 


| „ 
ſetting up a Scheme in Oppoſition to this, for 
which they can ſhew no Precedent in any law fully 
eftabliſhed Church, from the firſt Fonndations of 
Chriſtianity, a Scheme warranted no where by 
Scripture, and contrary to common Senſe, I mean 


the popular Calls. 


pOSTSCRIPI. 


Polite Author, writing in Defence of Chriſ⸗- 
tianity ſays: I challenge the Body corpo- 

© rate of Infidels to ſhow their Countrey-men 

* what Foundations we may poſlibly be made bo 

* ter Friends, Neighbours, Subjects, Country Men, 

© or any of the Relations or Friendthips of humane 

© Life, than upon the real Scheme of the Goſpel. - 

A Sett of Gentlemen of the Church of Scotland 
ſcem on Purpoſe to afford Anſwer to this Chal- 
lenge, to be making Chriſtianity a Tool to ſow 
Diſcord among Friends and Neighbours, ſeditious 
Thoughts in the Minds of the Subject againſt tho 
Sovereign, and to throw down before it all the 
friendſhips and relations of humane life, 

* The temper of a religion is, he ſays, an argy- 
ment fot or againſt it;'ſo that if Chriſtianity be of 
a moroſe, harſh, reſerved, ſuperſtitious, eruel ca 
theſe are ſuch il] favoured qualities, that mankind 
had better be wirhout, than have a religion onl 
to darken and. cloud all the enjoyments of lis. 
Who can be more moroſe than one, who will not 
part with an ace of his will to keep peace in ſo- 
ciety? Who can be more harſh, than he who con- 
demus all others, as in the intereſts of the devil, 
who differ from him in the leaſt article? Who 


more 
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more ſuperſtitious 4 ſuch an one? Who more 
cruel than this perſon, when he believes it to be 
good ſervice to God, to cut off thoſe who are of a 

ifferent turn of thought? An arrant papiſt can» 
not be worſe. Moſt of theſe who diſtinguiſh, them: 
ſelves in the preſent controverſy againſt the go- 
vernment, are bent to this inhumane diſpoſition. 
For ſhame, that ſuch a faction ſhould be animat- 
ed by the preachers of peace, love 2nd charity 
Do ye not know that Deiſm is ſpreading all over 
this iſland? Great numbers are every day made 
converts to infidelity, will ye furniſh them with 
better arguments than ever they had before? 


